DEFENCE 


OF FRY 


Puke of Buckingham $ 
BOOK 


RELIGION & WORSHIP 


FROM THE 


Exceptions of a Nameleſs AuTHOR, 
198 | 


By the PENSILYV A NI1AN. 


—— 


|_—— 


Deceit is in the Heart of them that Imagine Fil, But to the 
Conncellors of Peace is Joy. Prov. 12, 


— 


Londin, Printed for A. Banks, inthe Year 1665. 


: 


— 


d 


13. 


> Tothe READER. 


T pleasd me ſo well to ſee any thing in Defence of 
RELIGION, wnder the Name of the Duke of 
Buckingham , that I was quite of another mind to 

the Gentleman that troubled himſelf with an Anſwer ; 
And thought if he bad ſaid leſs to bis Point, it ſhew'd, 
to his greateſt Honour, by bis own Senſe, the force of bis 
Conviffions and bow little ſerv'd him to the Belief of 
a Deity. 

' Thar ſo much Wit and Quality, that have made ſo 
great a Figure in the world , ſhould give this On-ſet to 
Atheiſm, that had ſo long ſtoln the Credit of both, to 

iver her ſelf Value with Men of Higheſt Rank, might 
for eſcap'd a Reprimand from the Deiſt or Chriſtian; 

And Thu was enough to ſend the Atheiſt « Challenge. 

That his Diſcourſe was not Iabour d with Reperitious 

Thought, nor writ inthe Language of the Schools, i 
owing to hi4 better genius, and more {enfible Education. 
It needs no Apology, and i its own Encomium, To be 
ſure it # like Himſelf, and That is an Original. 

' In this Evening of his Time, 1 heartily wiſh him the 
Felicity of Iiving the irreprovable Life of bis Admir'd In- 
ſtin&, eſpecally, fince be Believes it is not out of his 
Power, and that ſuch extraordinary Rewards follow it. 
And This will add 4 Dentonſtration to his Probabiltes for 
Religion. y<44 

_ I wowld then preſs the Nobility and Gentry of Eng- 
land, to the Imitation of ſo Illuſtrious an Example, and 
- 4 12-o/oe". 1 that 
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a 6; the Reader, 


that thoſe Virtues might be recover'd, that once made the 
Diſcipline of their Anceſtors ſo much the Honour of their 
King, the Safety of therr Councry, and the juſt Fear and 
Ahwratian of all Foreigners. 

For the Per ſn that adoring to Anſwer the Dukes Dif- 
courſe, in my Upinion, be has, with th: Duke, abus'd his 
Time, As all do, that, Miſtake. Write looſely, beg the 
Queſtion, pervert the Senſe; And, to Crown their Work, 
Contr adit them -lves. 

7 lear the Noble Peer this FEA and his F. ſlay 
may Challege it for a Duty : Put I am particularly [n- 
rereſted in a Reply, by a Refleion the Author gives me 
in his Anſwer. 1 were Juſtice to wvindicate a leſs Man, 
_ aſſaulted in my Name, Put tbere is another Rea- 

; His Arguments were too low an Ent-rtamment for 
rhe Bike, and therefore fit for a man of my inferior Ta- 
kents. While | Reprehend bis Performance , | muſt nat 
Le too confident in my own , eſpecially when I have not his 
Six Hours Haſte to offer im excuſe of my ſelf ; For, to my 
Dulacſs 1 myſt own, it has coſt me the beſt part o Six 
Bays, and therefor e time for me to reſt, Such as it is, 
Eriendly Reader, Take, Read, and Judge. 1 am no Scep- 
tick, for 1 bzliezve what 1 Write. If 1, err, Tam to be in- 

@vmd: The way, m»ſt be Reaſon, as it ts with all reaſon- 
able Men, and as 1 profeſs my ſelf ſuch, fo from them Tex- 
pet, the Mercy that a!l Men necd,and defire, when it comes 


to their turnto be where 1 am, 1mean, upon the Stage of : 


Cernlue, Farewell, Juſt Reader ; 
F Thine of long ſtanding, w. P. 


(13 


DEEENCE; «ec 


Is firſt Paragraph contains his wonder, that the D. ſhoul:! 
[= eſpouſe the Cauſe of Whiggilm in her old age, wher: a caſt 
Maſtrejs, and ſcorn'd of all. And all that know the D 3 
humour, would wonder too, it the thing were truc; and it no", 
the wonder turns upon the man's Confidence- It has bectt the 
D's fault to love freſher game; But This is as much below his 
Wir, as the other againſt his Inclination. But if rhe ſtory cou'd 
he true, I ani not of the Anſwerer's mind; it was not his Pity 
but Policy to entertain her; perhaps, to know the ſecrets of his 
Great Peer, p. 1. for fo Cecil (erv'd Fſſex. bY 

But what is Vbiggiſm? He tells us very briefly; 'tis Tolle» 
vation & Perſerution; and that theſe Qualitics made her ſo ami- 
able to the Aſſociating I erds. How this affeQs the D, that was 
not of their knot, is un-accountable, and how thoſe L* lov'd 
tte pertecuting part of her, j4 as hard to underſtand; unleſs he 
means it of the Excliffon, and proſecution of the Popiſh FT let 
and if that be it, He does 1]I to rail at the Rowe. Cath. and their 
Religion too, P. 15-21. #s able toruine the whole Farth; and lay 
the foundation of eternal miſchiefs to mankind. But it Toller4- 
tion be a part of Whiegiſm, it may touch the D. in genera! : 
Only in this the man is miſtaken, ſhe came not laſt to his hands. 
12 was the firlt of all the Peers of Faglind that had her : Ang 
71s credit be it ſpoken, 1n This he is conſtant, and more tht 
{ime George D. of B. than this Author fancies him, p. 8. 

Put mult the D'; Book of the weightieſt matters; be dilgrac 
with Whiggiſm? *lsit Whigeiſh to allert a God, hits Provi- 
<* dence o; the world, the [mmortality of the Soul, the Duty 
j» Of Divine Adoration, Freedom of our Wills from :22/olute 
* 7'redeftination, the Unreaſonableneſs of one mans forceiing 
* another mans Conſcience in Religion, the necefiry of good 
« Works, aid Rewards and Puniſhments ? 

P Muſt 


nn 


[2 | 
Muſt ſa Noble a Deſign be laſted with ſo odious a Name? 
And his Eflay Branded without Diſtintion? Don't we all know 
that the Stetz-Difſenter was eſteemed the [/hjg, and the great 
Qtfence of W/higgiſm the Interruption of the Line? Which mult 
be the Perſecutmg part of Whiggiſm in this mans account, or 
none, And canthe Duke be guilty of this, for writing a Diſ- 
courſe againſt Perſecution of any Body for Religion ? It 7: 
dulgence be IV higgiſm, let him remember-who it was that latzly 
wanted it. Ke, if Perſecution be [f higgiſm too, who it is that 
he makes I hjiggs now: Himſelf a great one to he ſure, þage 
28, 29, & 30. In the mean time, the Dyke of Packinghar it 
leems, Flas enter'd the 1 iſs, is become «a Champion, and a Gla- 
rious ProteFor of Whiggiſm, alias, Toleration of Diſſenting 
C briftians 3 Agreater Honour, I think he could hardly have 
done him : Andin thisI am of his mind. | 
« His ſecond Paragraph begins with a queſtion every boy 
may Anſwer, to wit, If it was not boldly done of him to Anſwer 
4 Peer of his High Rank, pag. 2. And for my. part, I think fo, 
and ſomthing worle ;- conſidering the Abuſe, Slightne(ſs, Un- 
eruth and Contradiction with which he has performd it. For 
the Duke cannot think it i]] done of him to Anſwer, but te: 
Anſwer 1)l,. no body can think well done, and that's his Caſe. 
But to fight this Noble Peer with Succeſs, he unhappily tells 
us, He has armed bimfelf with an Invulnerable Conſcience 3 \nd 
þ an afraid To, becauſe he ſhows himſelf Tnſenfible of his Tii- 
jultice and Indecency to a Peer, that him(elf ſays, 7s of the 
Higheft Rate, in the beginning of his Anſwer, and flies to 
the Femail + awvs to ſupport himſelf at the jatter end of it, 
'* But he would have us believe, His Nature and Education are 
z2ore ſoft and obliaing z, and if we may truſt him, it is pity his 
Religion fhould bave ſpoil'd him, or that a man ſhould be the 
worl(e for that'which ſhould have made him better, 
* 'He'ſays, Though in approaching ſo near his Grace, he cannot 
be pracu] a Jove, he will be ſure to be procul a Fulmine. ' This 
I-preſizme wasto pals for Wit; but ke is ſomewhat unlucky in 
*, 2:4 either jeers the Duke, or finiſclfz For this is to tell » 
ic i TC. hv d « EF i a 4 7 .8 > 3 the 


the Dukes Arguments have no force 4 or if they have, he 
his wit enough to keep otit of their way. , I might add a 
third, perhaps he preſurties upon his Goodnels, which I per- 
ccive is more then Japiter himſelf muſt hope for in ſome 
Countreys, froin the Mal:tia of the Pulpit. But now I _ 
of ir, who knows but he meant Scandalnm Magnatum. an 
that by concealing his Name, he ſhould eſcape the Thurder- 
bolt ; leaſt that might happen to turn the Wize of bis Hopes 
into the Vinegar of Deſpair; his own (weet Metaphor. _ 

H- ends this Paragraph p. 4. with be-ſpeaking his own Im- 
punity, And profeſſung a profound Veneration for his Graces 
F'ieh ' haraFer. He more than once labuurs to perſwade the 
Duke to let him abuſe him Gratis: To be ſure, I ſhan't op- 
poſe the Charity, but adviſe him to prove himſelt the bettet 
Chriſtian by exerciſing it. But methinks it ſhows the mans 
Fear, and That, his Guilt, as his Hope, the Dukes Goodneſs; 
and his diffidence in the Z:vulnerableneſs of his own Cotiſci- 
ence, He would have ſomething elle to truſt too, | 

It is an odd thing to beſpeak a mans Sanctuary where h 
intends the wrong, and preſume upon the Goodneſs of the 
Perſon to abuſe him ſafc!y. He profoundly reſpedts the 
Duke, and yet makes him to keep, and be the Champion of 
// biegiſm; and then too, I her every Body elſe for fear or ſhame 
bas forſaken her. I will end with this, That he that Intitles 
a Man to the Sin, does his beſt to Intitle him-to the Punith- 
ment tooes Whichin my Judgement ſhows a i/d and 2n ill 
Conlcience in the Anſwerer. | 

His third Paragraph p. 4. Declares, His on# belief # un- 
avoidable, and his Book, That they that don't avoid their own 
beliefs, to believe as he believes, are juſtly puniſhable 3 and why ? 
Pecauſe be believes as the Church believes, that is by I aw Eſta- 
bliſhd. Here's the reaſon of his Creed : And they that offer 
to have any better, are dangerous to the Government, p. 19, 
23, and 23, I think I don't wrong. him with Conſequences 3 
the places import as much, Thzre is little elſe in this F ara- 


B 2 graph, 


| [4) 
- graph. but that he has a mind to ſhow his AﬀeQation and 


Iggorcnce of [rench,. by Opinionatre, inſtead of Opiniatrele, 
and cautions us to take head of him, for he dues not know, 
But he may be Mad before he has done, at leaſt jreakiſh and un- 
ruly. He would place it to the Inteftion of the Dukes Wit ; 


'bur his Book proves he has eſcap'd the Contagion. 


But in his fourth Paragradhb, p.5,% 6. It wants, Tem- 
prravrentum ad pondus. It to, it (hows the man Zight-headed; 
for that which has pordys, will not be taken with that which 
has none, All true Wit has weight ; for Wit is an apt and 
ſ{trang expreſſion of a thing, ſuch as ({irikes our Underftand- 
mz Truly and Lively, I thould take his Praife and Plealure 
to be the beſt Argument in is Book againit the Duke, but 
that they are Ditlembled. Tis a kind of a Civil way of ta- 
king leave, to be Rude, (all Abule is ſuch : ) For to tel] us, 
of bis Graces Facetions en, taking Air, Tleaſant and Wity 
Reaſenings; In fine, The Tarantula of his Paper (which is a 
Fly, that makes Folks Dance and Caper,) as if the Duke had 
written a Farce, is Idle. It may be the Fxcomium of a 7 lay, 
but it makes an 1]] CharaGter for a Religious Eſlay. 

Br1t this ſticks in his Stomach too, That Noble Cavaliers 
ſhould treubl: their Feals with Religion > And who knows 
but he h3s reaſon, far 'twere the way to make. Chaplains nes 
ceſlarily Learned, or unneceſſary and ulcle(s to their Malters, 
Te worders as n,uch at Noble Cavalicrs writing of Religizn, as 
to fee a Blew Apron Knight correFing Euclids Elements. And 
it | think they uſe to wear Green ones that Teach them. I 
thought he would allow it to Nobles after Mechanicks ; But 
this (hows he is of the Tribe of , and has no Chari- 
ty for thaſe that han't enough to believe i» Verbum Migiſtri. 


[ expect in the next Book, the Gentlemin will plead his 
C barter ag*ir{t ſuch Jaterlopers. But the Duke hates Irgrocers, 


and is too Qld 10-mend : 'Tis Labourloſt; He 3s and will be 
the ſame D. of Buckingham he was forty years apoe, in the 
Roint Controyeited. Arguments drawn from Selfiſh To- 
picks 
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p?1c3 and Private Intereſts, move (lowly with men of large 
and Generous Minds. | 
' This is worſe by. half ther Praying in / atine.(which he 15 
againlt, ps 15.) 1f ] were to be Judge 3 For men may learn 
that, but our Nobility muſt not medole in Religion, though 
1: ſeems They helpt to make Fs. However, he graciouſly 
ailuws this Noble Peers Notions to be fine, and many of them 
Nair! and True, yet ina breath, F r3  oxceptions are greatly 
to the T/iſadvantage of Relizion, And why? Becauſe the/Duke 
(poor man) had not attended their ( onſequences 5 which, of 
tliings Nature] and True, I had always thought there had 
been no danger, | | 
He concludes with a Story of an Airy Gentleman of his 
Acquaintance (for he's of that Element ) that being preſt 
with the Conſequences of his odd Opinions, would cry, A 
Fox upon ( onſe quences, I hate theſe ( onſequences : VVho the 
Story belongs to, the Reader muſt judge - But if the 
Anſwerer be not more Incon{equent then the Duke ; I will 
inare in the Blame, that for all him, had no ſhare in the fault. 
in his next Period pag. 6, 7. he looks like a- man of the 

I! bite Apron; and I think it as Lawful for a Blew one to talk 
ot Luclids Elements, as for that to medle with Religion 3 
and ct the two, that ſpots leaſt : He ſays, He will not read ns an 
Anatowical I cure upon his Graces Paper, nor curiouſly diſſe@ 
every Nerve and Muſcle. This is be like to excuſe both his 
Skill and Courſcneſs 3 he was for ſhorter work, though it 
ſavourd ſomewhat more of the Putcher. From hence he 
ſhifts Callings and turns Cook, Couſen-german to rother ; and 
without ſo much as waſhiny his Hands, falls to talk of Haſb- 
ing of books, and ſerving them np with Limon and Anchovies. 
Men ule the Metaphors of their Calling and Genius; but he , 
ſhows 11] Judgment - For an Aj7 in a Chair were as true 
Painting, as this Wit - That Sauce in my Opinion had done 
much better with a Calves-Head. And now he Promiſes us 
his matter ina lump, and to ſay true, it looks as if it came 
out of the Mine of Confuſion, Groſs enough, He 
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He firſt ſalutes the Dukes Method to confute the Atheiſt, p. 8. 

and will not, have the Mutation of things in the World a rea- 
fon again(} the Eternity of it, no more than the Dukes torender 
him not the ſame George 7uke of Buckingham he was forty 
year 4g0. But in this the Gentleman is ſhort, and beſide the 
Cutſkion: For though I fancy the Duke would (ay him many 
kind things tobe the ſame he was forty years ago, yet be- | 
cauſe he is the ſame Perſonality under mutations; to conclude, | 
the World may be Eternal notwithſtanding its proper Revo- 
futions, is a mighty Non- ſequitur. For it is to ſay, becauſe a 
thing is, 'it mult always be. I ſhould rather think, that be. 
cauſe the Duke is a Being of time, and once was not, and 
#gain, will not be that George D. of Buckingham he is, and 
therefore he ſuffers thoſe mutations, we ſee him under : It is 
5 good Argument, that the Revolutions we dayly ſee the | 
World ſubj. & to, makes it, at leaſt probable, that it is a 
Being of Time, that once was not, and again will not be 
the V Vorld it is. ; 
In Truth, there is no Parity in bis allation, and therefore 
his Argument is fallaciousz for how docs this follow, that 
the World may be Eternal tor all its Changes, becauſe George 
ND. of B. is the jame he was forty years ſine, notwithſtanding 
his Bodily Mutations, I muſt return him his Complement, 
#hich he, with leſs reaſon makes the Duke, that his Argu- | 
m.nt isnot too Logical. A thipg's being the ſame, does no: 
neceſlarily conclude it never had a — and to be 
ſure its Mxtation, be it but of Accidents only, does not make 
its Eternity more. credible, 

If the Duke were Eternal, for all his Change, it were a 
200d Argument that the World might be (o too, under all its 
Revolutions 3 But that the Dukes being rat Tndividual he 
was forty years ago, for all his Mutations of Body, (hould 
rrove the World Eternal, notwithſtanding the changes of it, 
is 25 11-3ccountab'e as'his poiſon of Wit, p. 4+ 


4 
I take it to be a better way of Arguing, that if the Duke 
was Born, grows old, and mult die, though He be the ſame 
D. of B. he was forty years ago, the World, that feeds 
him, had a beginning, grows old, and will have an end, 
though it be the ſame in nature that it was five thouſand 
years ago. And of this the daily mutation we ſee it ſubject 
to, arc almoſt -a Demonſtration. 

For all the Productions of the World Die, and all tant are 

nourilh'd of it End : It can neither give nor feed a life be- 
youd Time. And that it ſelt hould yer be Immortal, that nei- 
ther makes nor keeps any thing elle fo, is agarn(t that patity 
of Reaſon, which we obſerve about all other things, and 
cannot refule here. All Productions are of the nature of the 
thing Producing : And tho” it may reaſonably be ordained 
by ſome Superivur Being, to entertajn & nouriſh many Gene- 
rations of Mankind, 'tis Incomprebenfible that it Self ſhould 
be Eternal, whole Nature & Powers we (ee ſo ſhort & finite 
by the Revolutions and Mort zlity of the Creatures they exert 
and feed. Plain it is, upon our notion of Creation, this 
Dilemma vaniſhes, but upon Produ#ion, it will 'remain, 

If it ſhould be objeRted : But the World out lives Man, and 
the Creatures it produces 3 and if the abſurdity of the World's 
being Fternal, is tak;n from its Productions. not being like it 
Self, why does not the World, ſuch as it is, produce or feed a 
life as durable as its own? | anſwer, that it differs mightily, 
Men beget livgs longer and ſhorter than their own, are they 
210t therefore Mortal 2 or did they not beget them It is one 
thing to talk of Mortal Produttion out of an Eternal Being, 
and another thing to ſay that a Temporal Being ſhould pro- 
dnce or nouriſh another leſs durable than it (elf : Beſides, the 
Objc&ion granting the Queſliton of the TIn-eternity of the 
World, it is caſie to conceive that the Supreme Agent, whoſe 
Wiſdom and Power made it, contriv'd char excelleN Fabric 
Houſt or Stage of Life, more'dytablethan that of any Man 
or: Age, to entertain ſo many Generations of Mankind, as he 

delignd 


dcſign'd to inhabit and ſubſiſt in 1 It hes much in the Frame 
and Conſtitution of the Subject. Men njake Clocks thit 0 
a Week, a Month, a Year, Seven years, and are our-tiv 4 
by the works of their own hands. They may allow it to thoſe 
of the Supreem Azent to lurvive theni, without the neceflity 
of theic being Eternal. | Np | 

But, Argumentum ad hominem, the World cannot to him 
be mutab e, and Eternai; For 'tis plain, that he allows 7-z- 
paſſibility {which he knows; with Philoſophers, takes with ir 
im:nutability} to be an Atribute of Go4, antl that God only is 
Fliernal, p. 9. Now 1 cannot apprehend why he refules 
Mutebility to be an Argument againit Fternity, or how the 
World may be Eternal tho' Mutable, when he argues that 
God is only Impaſſible or Immnt able, becauſe he is Eternal, 
Let him have a care of his Airy Gentlemans Fate, p. 6. And 
'et it he be as much aSchool-z2an as he would bave us believe, 

e mult know that the Argument the Duke has advanc'd 
azainſt the Athieſts,+ is Celebrated by the Schools. And tho? 
the Apoſiles 1eltimony is a begging of the queſtion to an 
Ali, "tis doubtlic (5 Orthodox with this Perſon ; and he teſts 
us, That the things that are ſeen, are Temporal, and the faſhion 
of this World paſſeth away. 

But for all this he fancies the Duke has done little, and 
that he could do wonders againlt the 41/je? , and there- 
fore, If be were to diſcourſe him , he would preſs him with 
this Dilemma. If the World be Eternil, it muſt be the cauſe of 
its ownexiſlence, p. 9. And this he urges without mercy up- 
on his, Athie$, and runs, throngh all the Conſequences of 1t, 
with as much confidence. and vanity as if he had firft obliged 
the World with the kr wledge.of the ſecret, and when all 
is done, it is better ſaid by the Duke, and with lels excep- 
tioo, in the main queſtion, p.5. And to ſay true, it grows 
upon eyery;Common in zhe Countrey, But with, his leave, 
I take the Dukes. Argument of the 1z-eternity of the Warhd, 
frota the  Mwtability of it, to. be awich the better of the 

two 
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iwosz for the abſurbity of ka, fog being the Cauſe or Effet? 
of its own exiſlence, which this man lays 1s the conſequence 
of the Worlds being Eternal, being pechaps as applicable to 
one Eternal as another, is no credit to his better way of 
Diſceurfing an Athieft, and proving a Deitz, Fot a thing to 
be the Cauſe or Eife& of it (elf, is, in my poor Opinion, 
not too Logical, and | am affraid, too near a Kin to Non- 
ſenſe. His making the Duke to hint at nothing clfe in proof 
of a God, is diſ-ingenivus 3 for there is one thing mentio- 
ned, he takes no notice of, p. 5. For, ſays the Duke, Whe- 
ther the World has been Created out of nothing is not material 
to our purpoſe, becauſe if a Supream Intelligent Agent, 44 


fram'd the World to be what it is, and has made us to be what 


we are, we ought as much to ſtand in awe of it, as if it had 
made both Us and the World ont of nothing. Which plainly 
imports thus much 3 That though the matter of the Wourld 
were Eternal, that Being whoſe VViſdom and Power, di- 
ſpos'd and fram'd it into the Glorious and Regular thing we 
all ſee it is, ſhew him to be what we call God, and Us that 
we (hould fear Himz which is beſt done by a ſober and regu- 
Jar life, becauſe that 1s moſt ſuitable tothe Law of our Na» 
ture, and conſequently the mind of the great Workman. 

The Built and Skill then of the VVorld, thus proving 
the Supreme Intelligence, and at the (ame time, that he is the 
object of the Adoration of his Creatures, we are naturally 
brought to the Dukes next point, too weakly oppoſed by his 
unweary Anſwerer, viz. * That Man only of all other Crea- 
* tures, having had conceptions, at leaſt, ſuſpicions of a Deity 
*and another World; It is probable there is ſomething 
* nearer a Kin to the Nature of God in Man, than in any other 
* Animal whatſoever, and that Inſti of a Deity ought tobe 
* our Guide and Director in choofing the beſt way for our Re- 
* ligious J/orſhip of God. This is the paſſage the Gentleman 
falls.upon, and tells us p. 11,12. That that is as fair « Flea for 
the Alcoron; as the New Teſtament for Pythagorgs's Goldew 
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Verſes, as St. Pau!'s Fpiftles. But which way, he leaves us 
to gueſs ? And yet we ſhall not gueſs to ſay that Pythago- 
rar's Golden Verſes are much nearer a Kin to St. Panl!'s E- 
piſites, than the Alcoron to the New Teſtament. For the one 
has great and excellent Truths, without Impoſturez the 
other not. And tho' leſs Nobly deſcended, and of inferiour 
Authority, ſo far as they are right, it is no diſhonour to St. 
Paul's Fpiſfiles, that Pythagoras writ Truth, nor to the In- 
[tinct that his I/erſes are (o tar appfoved by it. And if this 
Gentleman would but allow the Duke the Law, which is yet 
leſs than the courteſy of the Learned, he knows how Fruitful 
the Doctrine of Tdea's1s to the detence of the Dukes Inſtinct. 

To (ay rrue, it were enough to refer the Reader to the 
Dukes Paper, and that of his A»ſwerer. The natural, plain, 
and ealte eduction of the one from p. 11. top. 19, the 
Dis-ingenjous Citation, Pervertion and confuſion of the 
ather throughout, will make him think | might have ſpar'd 
my (elf the pains of following him here. But that it mav 
appear, beyond all doubt, let us hear him at large how well 
he grounds his Exceptions. 

He ſays, if he be not miſtaken, (and that is modeſtly 
condition'd, ) his Grace muſt mean Humane Reaſon, not regu- 
lated by any Fublick and Politick, Reaſon of a Community, but 
as every private Man's:Reaſon diQates to him. And that the 
the Duke has this Conſequence, *That it is one of the ped 
crimes a Man can be guilty of, to force usto at or (in againſt 
* that Inftint of Religion, and ſomething a-Kin to the Sin 
* 2gainſt the H.Ghoff. For this Dottrine, thus haſh'd & dreſt 
by himſelf, he is angry with mez And but that his Grace 7s 
zo Minor, he fhould ſuſpe& the Pentilvanian had Tator'd him 
with his Qurkeriſtical DeFrine, Mighty civil to the Duke, 
and very juſt to Me, I am ſorry the Duke pays fo dear for 
my acquaintance, and that I cannot have the Honour to 
have ſuch a Pupil without a Jeer upon His. The Man might 
have nam'd me plainer if he had pleas d, without fear - my 
ata 
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fatal and murdering blow of Scandalnuz Magnainnt, though 
not without great Scandal. But jn this we are both Debtors 
to his ſingular Goodneſs, that whoſoever got the Child, he 
reſolves to be Goſlip; and for that purpoſe has provided four 
Names, which are theſe tour enſuing Conſequences. 

Firſt, that Reaſon is the Sole gnide of every Man's Religion, 
tho' neither- Jole nor Feaſor ire any terms of the Duke's 
Doftrine, and that the D, excuſes the omiſſion of Scripture 
becauſe of the qualifications of the Men his Diſcourſe was 
defign'd too, that he might come cloſe to their own Natu: es 
and not beg the Queſtion, But in its due place he recom- 
mends ( hrifFanity as the beſt Religion, p. 18. and then io 
be ſure he cannot neglect the Scripture. 

His Second conſequence he pins upon the Duke, is as ju't 
as the former. That Divine Revelation is not neceſſary to Sal- 
-vation; When it isevidently the meaning of that part of the 
Duke's Diſcourſe, that People uſe the / ight that God has 
given them to chuſe themſelves a Religion by, and recom- 
mends the Chriſtian for the beſt; Is it the way to deny re- 
veal 'd Religion to preſs men to chuſe, with the beſt Skill 
they have, the Chriſtien, that is the trueſt Revelation. Cer- 
tainly this Man muſt be beſide himſelf a little, or He could 
hardly be ſo much beſide the matter. 

His Third Conſequence is yet more diFingenious than the 
other; for ke makes the Duke to (ay, That it is a moſt hor- 
rid Sin to lead Men ont of the Errours Natural Religion, and 
bare Reaſon of neceſſity lead Mens to, whoſe very Eſ[zy was 
on purpole to lead Natural Men by the way of firlt Principles 
to imbrace revealed Religion. But is it, in good earneſt, a 
Sin to lead Men out of Errours, becauſe it is a Sin to force 
Men againſt their Con(ciences > what Man can have a hap- 
pier Tallent than this The very guift of Conſequences. To 
(hift Force for Lead, and Conſcience tor Error, (ſhews His to 
be invulnerable with a Witnels. In one he forges, & begs the 
Queſtion in the other ; No Man could be more dextrous at it: 
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doubtleſs he will in a hilt 2 much out of hnmour with 
Conſequences, as his Airy Gallantz for no Man can mal:e 
worle, I muſt not pzrſwade a Man, becanſe ! muſt not F:ce 
kim: IT muſt net Lead a Man, becauſe 1 muit not dr. an4 
whip him ; In fine, I mit not Inform a Man, becauſe | nit 
#6! knock him on the head. If this be the Gentlemans Leading, 
I ſhall have a care howlI take him for a Guide. There's a fort 
of Men, whoſe Mexrzes are (rxlties, and who with all their 
pretence to Reveai'd Religion, have nor the Juſtice & Mercy 
of a poor berighted Pagan. 

His Laſt Conſequence he draws from the Duke's Poſition 
and Deduttions, is this, That Men who believe a God, an 
follow the T.itt tes of Keaſon in his Worſhip, may be Saved 
in eny, in all Xcligions, provided they know no better. 

 Buthow this Conſequence can with any Juſtice be chars 
ged upon the Duke, that ſo expreſly, p. 18. prefers the 
Chriſtian Religion, is pat my Skill. For unle(s he wil! make 
tte Duke, to ſay that no Religion 1s necellary- to $2lvaticn, 
when he writes to perſwade People to have one, he muſt 
conteſs he makes the Chriſtian to be It, becauſe he recom- 
mends That to our Belief and Pradtice ; confirming it to him* 
telf from the agreeablenels of its DoFrine with what he ig 
prompted by his Pious TſtinF to believe to be true, Can 
a Man thew ſay with any Conſcience that is Juſt, that the 
D. of B. thinks Men may be Saved in any and in a'l Neli. 
cons, when he firſt, makes Religion neccl{Jary, and then tells 
as that in his Conſcience he beheves the Chriſtian to be the 
true : As if his buſineſs had been to Prophane, and not ad- 
vance the' True Religion. 

And I cannot but wonder how this wild conception came 
in his head, ſo diſagreeable to the Duke's Reaſon, Initin? 
and Dedutians. If he had (aid, in any,'or all Terſwaſtons, he 
had Magnify'd the Duke's Charity, with this diſtinction, that 
Men of Sircerity in all Perſwalions may be Saved, and not 
that Mien may ſhift Per{waſions tor Intereſt,and yet goto Heay 
Vn: 


| $7; I 
ven? tho' if it were fo, perhaps this Door might have the 
better of 'thetwo by the Notion 3 Fypocriſy being none of 
the Dukes Vice, But to ſay that men may be Saved 722 any, or 
in all Keligions, is fomewhat harſh upon the Dyke ;, and yer 
if in all theſe Religions, a Man mult be, a Man that believes in 
God, and lives Virtnouſly, and in modes of Worſhip, kzcws 1:0 
better, then the Traditon of his Fathers, it is hard to Damn 
him; And this Gentleman mult produce better Authorties 
for his Severity, before it will have credit with Men of Senſe 
and Bowels, - | | 
Now though this does not touch the Dukes Diſcourle any 
more then hjs Charity, to admit that a Diſſenter,, 4 Roman 
Catholick, 2 Jew, a Turk, ar Indian may be ſaved, let us (ee 
how well it may be ſupported. Sr. Teter (cems to have been 
of this Mans mind 1n the Preamble to the Story of 7 ornelizs, 
AS. 10. till better taught ; and who knows what this man 
may bein time. Of a truth I perceive (fays Peter) that Cod is 
no reſþeFer of Perſons, but in every Nation he that fearcth hint, 
gnd worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted of him. This was a Gen+ 
tile, a Roman, nenher 7ew nor ( hriſtian, yet Devout, a 
Juſt man, one Fearing God; And as ſuch, with ail, of all 
Natjons of the ſame Quality, declared by this great Apoſtle, 
accepted with Ged : So that it ſeems here is (greatly doubt- 
leis againſt this Gentleman's mind) fome acceptance for the 
poor Mon of the Dukes Ir{tint, Well, but let us ſuppoſe 
them to be Comparatively Bexighted, was not Corncliys (o 
tov? Yet welee the conſequence, F'e was accepted as he was ; 
and why , but b=caule ſincere, and he knew nu better? He 
{tood the fairer for revealed Religion; this prepared him 
{orit + Nay, wc. are told by the ſame unquceſtionable Autha- 
rity, That in the times of Ignorance, God winked. And ſuch to 
be (ure he thinks theirs are, and I thick are like to be, for all 
him: For ifI miſtake not, the man is for the Promiſe at Home, 
tet whot will beide them Abroad. IF he can but fit under 
ais Own Vine here, let the Fore, the Teri] take the Tiurh and 
all 
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all the reſt for him. Extraotaite, ſtinerary Calls are ceas'd; 
for there's extraordinary Pains and Perils in the caſe, and 
though he may love Souls wel'!; yet who ſhall Pay him. 

Well, but 1t God Winks at the Ignorant, muſt this Man be 
ſo prying ? And if the Judge of the whole Earth will not 
be itrict, Ought He to turn J»quifitor ? Or mult it be an 
hainous Error becauſe He ſays it, That Men that Fear God, 
and follow the Dictates of Reaſon in any Religion, and know 
no better, may be Saved ? Moſt unjuſt then is his Clamour, 
againſt the Divinity of Calviniſts, as Inhumane, p. 4. That 
Damns men, p. 13. tor not being better than they know 
how to be, 

But the Man builds the things he deſtroys; For he more 
than any body believes one of theſe three things ; Firſt, That 
there 1s no ſuch thing as Salvation, or that men may be 
Savd in the Religion as it is by LawFſtabhſhd in all Coun- 
treys, Or that men are bound to ſubmit to the Religion Eſta. 
bliſhed by I aw, let the Iſſue in t'other World be what it will : 
For that Power he gives abſolutely into the Magiſtrates 
Hand; And whocan be Judge upon him? The Fxgliſh of all 
which I take to be this, that men may be of any or all Re- 
Jigions, but not in the ſame Country, for fear of Suffering 
for itz but, cam furs Rome Romano vivete more. One after 
another, at Home a Papiſt, at / ondon & Proteſt ant, at Con- 
flantinople 2 Mahometan. This Principle, ſo naturally his own, 
15 the conſequence of his Malice upon the Duke; for he would 
have the D's dedudtion of the Realonableneſs of Mens chool: 
ing their Religion by the direftion of that which in them- 
{clves is neareſt a-kin to the Nature of God, to imply, that 
for all that, Men may be of any, and of all Religions; a pretty 
way to ſhift with all Winds, and Sail the Compaſs round : But 
in this he has more than avenged the Dukes quarrel upon 
him(clfs for he cannot make himſelf more ridiculous then in 
attempting to mak* the Duke ſv anreaſonable. 
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And he is juſt as fair to Reaſon as he has been to the Duke: 
For if he ſays true, A man may follow the Diftates of it, and 
be of all Religions too « Such a Gipſy is Reaſon with him. 
And if you ask him, why Reaſon isſo proſtitute a thing, that 
nothing comes amiſs to her 3 His Anſwer is extraordinary, 
For ((ays he) it can mever lead men to the knowledge of the Be- 
lief of a Trinity, the Incarnation, Death, Paſſion, ReſurreFi- 
on, Aſcention, or Divinity of ( hriſt. Ergo what ? Frgo, It 
will bow to any elſe, thqugh it be never (o Idle and Exira- 
vagant. Is not this ſad work for a Dodor. 

But if the Di@ates of Reaſon will fall in with any Religi- 
on, they may embrace the Chriſtian as well as another, and 
then he's gone again. He will certainly hate Conſequences 
#00, when he has but thought of his own, that ſo inevitably 
attended his Conceptions tO the diſadvantage of Religion. But 
the Dukes Inftin@, or that which God has placed in our Hearts, 
ſo near akin to the Nature of God, he ſays, muſt be Reaſon, 
and that Reaſon he makes an arrant trumpet; for he aſſures 
us, She js a Prolifick Tarent of Idolatry, Superitition, Will- 
Warſhip, and « thouſand Abſurdities more in Religion, and 
quotes All Times, Flaces, and Ages for proof, p. 14. But as 
it happens, names not one of them to the point aſſerted. 

Now the little skill I have in Books, tells me quite other 
things to the Tale of this Anſwerer : That pon and 
Jdolatry are the moſt Unreaſonable things in the World, 
that They could never Bribe Her in any Time, and till 
Senſuality had Darkened and Over-laid Mens Reaſon, It 
was impoſſible for Superſtition and Tdolatry to obtain that 
Empire, that in Prejudice of Reaſon, they have at anytime 
got upon the belief of any part of Mankind. Andif we will 
be juſt to Frhxick Ages, we find men among them of extra- 
ordinary Light z That, As _— Law, became a Law un- 
to themſelves, and that were of the Uncircumciſion that kept 
the Law, as the Apoſtle of the Gentiles ſpeaks. Such was 
Pythagoras, Anaxagoras, Socrates, Plato, Xenocrates, Plo- 
tin, 
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tin, Antipater, Zeno, Fpifeins, Seneca, Plutarch, Cats, 
Cicero and others. And to be free with the Dukes Under- 
ealcr, I take old Plutarch to be much a better Chriſtian, 
who calls this Inſtint, The everlaſting foundation of Virtze. 
A Law written, not in Fillars of Wood or Stone, but in the 
Fearts of mer. But that he may meet with ſome Rebuke ; 
tor much is owing him on this account; I ſhall take upon 
me to examine his Imputations, be it upon this nſtinF, or 
be that, Zeaſon, 1 will not quarrel the word, 
[ do ſay then, that He mult either deny that God hath 
plac'd any ſuch thing in man, to diſtinguiſh him from other 
Animals; or if that be true, He 1s to chuſe his Religion 
without conſulting it. It the firſt, he makes us all Beaſts 
and himſelf an Atheiſt z if the laſt, our Religion is in-evident, 
we know not what, for we are not to take the Judgment of 
the Divine Gift in our Eleftion : What a Religion muſt that 
be? If his Argument were true, here would be indeed as 
fair a Plea for the Alcoran as the New TefFament. But it 
were Blaſphemous ſo to ſpeak of the Dukes Tnſtin@ 
For it is that Notion of God which is innate, and as it were 
congeneal to Us : We bring it with us intothe World. The 
r-culiar Scal and Mark of Divinity - A kind of counter-part 
of himſelf in ian; his Picture in little + The Attributes that 
aze Infinite in Him, being here Epitomiz'd and Refembled in 
'an, thai by It He may have a rigtt knowledge of his Cre: 
tor, and {enlt of his Duty. Antiquity offers a cloud of Wit» 
n:(fes both Pagan and ( briſtian. Tuitin Martyr, Clemens 
Alexandrinus and Origen exceed, But the oppolition is too 
mi.an to draw out fo great an Artillerz; It will be time 
enough when a greater force appears to aſſault ſo venerable 
a Truih: Andin the mean time I will attend him in his Ex- 
ceprions, ſuch as they are. But perhaps he will excuſe him- 
{cit, becauſe he docs not certainly know what the Duke 
me: ns by that part of Us which isneareſt a kin to the Nature 
f Gol, For he ſays, If he be ot miſtaken, it muſt be yy 
. of 
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ſox. But if Ibenot miſtaken, he had better have known 
firſt, and not have drawn pofitive Concluſions from doubted 
Premiſſcs, But ſuppoſe the Duke underitands Reaſon by 
that In{in@, rather than a Divine Grjt to guide our Reaſon | 
and Underſtanding ; will Reaſon plead the cauſe ofthe Alcoran 
as ſoon as that of the New Teſtament? V Vhat has God done 
then to make us Reaſorable? I had thought that the New 
Tejtament had been a more reaſohable Book, and that God 
Almighty had not made Man ſo deceivable a Creature , or 
fram'd him with ſuch falſe Intelle&tsy, and ſubmitted him to 
ſuch dangerous Errors. And though he might hare made 
him Feeble, yet not ſo ſquint-ey'd or tender-fighted that he 
could not ſee ſtraight, or tell colours, or diſtinguiſh an Alco- 
ran from the New Teſtament. 

I pray, is the 4lcoran as credible as Chriſt's Sermons upon 
the Mount, tothe Miltitude, to his Diſciples? VVherein we 
find the moſt excellent Morality, Piety, and Parity of Diſ- 
cipline ; lo ſuitable to our Underſtandings, that they ſeem to 
anſwer the Perfettion of Reaſon? I know he will tel! us 
he means it of Revealed Religion, as he does, p. 13. Rea- 
fon (lays he) can never lead wa to the knowledge of the belief of 
the Trinity, ReſurreFion, Aſcention, or Divinity of the Sor: 
of God. Tobeled to the knowledge of the belief of any 
thing, is odly faid z but ler it paſs : However, there is a 
difference between Miracles and Fables; Arrant Foperies 
and Fictions; ſo ll counterf-ited too, that a man of ſmall 
ſight mult nveds diſcern them. 

Tradition, and prejudic'd Education indeed give credit 
often to ſuch things 5 but Realon does not chule, but is over- 
born: Betides, we have as good Authority for onr Saviours 
Miracles, as for any thing we did nct fee + OF Mabomets we 
have not the like 3; And this1s further to be (ſaid, if Reaſon 
cannot work them,it never oppoſed thew: On the contrary, 
it leads us to believe them, and Revealed Religion for their 
fakes: For a man muſt be a Hogg to oppoſe himſelf ro (o 
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over-coming an Evidence, in bl of a man that is Id by 
Realon. 

It ſeems to me as if this Gentleman dare not venture his Re- 

ligion with Reaſon, that oppoſes Reaſon to Religion. The 
New Teſtament is (o far from refuſing Reaſon any ſhare in 
our Chriſtianity, that itis made a Nyty tous to give a Ree- 
ſon of our © hriſtian Hope, 1 Pet. 3. 15. And it were abſurd to 
give a Reaſon tor that which a man Receives without Reaſon, 
and is impolbible to Receive by it, or for Reaſon to appre- 
hend ; and if it could, it judges ſo ill, that jt will as ſoon 
proltrate it ſelt to the Alcorqn as to the New Teſtament. 

But this 1s not all the Dukes fault, perhaps he-would go a 
great way ro yield him his point, if he did but mean Politi- 
cal Reaſon , or Reaſon regulated by a Community, This he 
explains, p. 19. For his Community is the Government : But 
h:d not this been a fine Receit to keep Chriſtianity out of 
all Cquntries? For had this reaſon of Community prevailed, 
there had been neither Chriſtians nor Proteſtants, Without 
Racking a Syllable of his excellent Argument ; Ithink I may 

. fay, it pleads as much for the Alcoran as the New Teſtament, 
and more in Tarkey ; For if the Political Reaſon of the Com- 
mudity of a Country is ſtill to conclude thoſe that dwell in it ; 
Turks, muſt be Turks, Infidels, mwwi? be Infidels, Idolators, 
211i be Idolators ſtiff ; In which alſo I perceive he is a {e- 
prblican, after all his Railing at Commonwealths-men: fcr 
the  ommunity over all Cauſes, with him, Judges. 1 don't know 
but it may run as far as Excluſion too +. To be ſure it would, 
if all hadagreed; for all mealures of Right or wrong, True 
or Falſe, are by my Man humbly ſubmitted to the Politica] 
Reaſon of the Community; What is. this but to ſay ; that 
eycry Religion is beſt where it is Eſtabliſh'd, though the 
moſt diſagreeing among themſelves, and any or all of them 
with the True ? | | 

Nor is this the extent of the Dukes Errour, He is not only 
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private mans Reaſon Difate for himſelf. This is a Peſtife- 
rous Votrine in the An(werers accounty and yet ſhould a 
man chuſe without himſelf, tor himſelf, he muſt certainly be 
beſide himſelE Who ſhould chooſe for a man but himſe!f, 
if he muſt anſwer for himſelf? It would certainly be molt 
unreaſonable to judge a man for a thing he is not allow'd the 
liberty of his choice in; Nor dol think a man can have afty 
Reaſon to render for his Religion, that receives his Religion 
without the ſuffrage of his own Reaſon. | 

Has our Bodies Eyes, and our Souls none ? Shall our Tem- 
poral part a& upon fight, and our Eternal upon Trui#, and 
That not of God, but of Man 2 That when the poor, La- 
bourer will be Judge of his pay, and not trult his very Mint- 
ſter about the currentne(s of a Grogt, we ſhould belett with- 
out diſtintion about that Treaſure, which is of Eternal mo» 
ment to us Surely then, Underſtandings are of no uſe in 
Heaven : But I know not how to believeit. To be a Child 
in Malice 1s excellent 3 But under favour, ia Underſtanding, 
not. To truſt our our Souls upon Finmane Say-ſo's, is to go 
into Coates again; And to be ſure, 4 Childs ( oat, is a Fools, 
4pon a mans Back, Let them wear Bibs that S/abber, and 
the Blind follow the Dog and the Bel. InReligion, Autho- 
tity concludes Minors 3 but Conviction determines Men. 

That this Gentleman ſhould pretend to Froteitancy, and 
rail at a mans Judging for himſelf, is abſurd, IF the reaſon 
bf the Community mult guide, let him not be fo angry with 
the Romanifts tor laying, Believe as the( harch Believes ; 
when he ſays, Believe as the State require: : Tne one prefles 
Conformity gs by the Catholick Charch Eftabliſh'd ; the other 
cryes as by Law Eitabliſhd; A Doctrine Calculated to all 
Meridians. 

I fear he grants 100 much for the quarrel, but let Him look 
to that - For the one pre-ſuppoſes the Holy GhofF to condutt, 
to juſtify the determination 3 The other ſcorns her words, but 
won't bate one jot of Conformity. I ſhall only tell him, thar 
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taking the Tras//ation of the Bible to have been an Appeal to 
the People, made by the firſt Reformers, againſt the Church 
they Dilſented from , If as this Man ſuggeſts the Fxgliſh of 
rea-ling it now, be, that we muſt not make any Judgment to 
our (elves of what we read, the Appeal cannot be deter- 
mined, and our Caſe is not mended; On the contrary, it is 
made a Temptation of Trouble and Viſchief to Us : For, 
whereas the Inſþird DeFor tells us, that in Religious matters, 
| We are to be perſwaded in our own Minds That they commens 
| ded Themſelves aud DoFrines to mens ( onſciemces, ſo making 
Them Judges for Themſelves. 'That Conſcience Accuſes 
and Fxeuſes, ay, our own Hearts, that al} are to walk as they 
hive Received, and not uſurp a Tudging Tower over oar fellow 
t briftians Faith or [ iberty ; We are told now, that all our 
Faith and Worſhip muft be ſubmitted to the Political reafon 
of the Community, we are of, hit or miſs. I take this to be 
leaping blind fold into t'otherWorld in matters of Salvation, 
Eut it may be, he will tel! me, that he has nothing to ſay 
agaimlt Reaſon contider'd in its Purity, and un-deprav d, only, 
That it cannot lead ns to the knowledge of Revealed Religion, 
and he ſays as much, p. 13. But this will not do, or elle do 
worle then before ; For it by Reaſon he means a Rexfonable 
Capacity, he dots not mean as the Duke means, and ſays, and 
then he 3s miſtaken indeed in what his Grace calls that part of 
ws that is neareft 4 kin to the Nature of God, to wit, His In- 
fiindt in Us, and is underſtood by this Noble Peer to be 
the Gaide and Dir:Fer of our Underſtandings in our choice, 
and, which gives the Recirude and true Judgment, 
On the other hand, if he underſtands Reaſon abſtractly, 
and as the Principle it ſelf ; It can no more be deprav'd, then 
the Sun darkn'd by the Viſts and Vapours of the Earth. And 
truly it is juſt as reaſonable to accuſe the Law of Moſes with 
the Death of our Saviour, and the Geſpet with the Errors 
and Impieties of \ hriftians, as to charge to the account of 
Realun a!l the il! things, that men pretending to it, have 
| com- 
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committed, ' And yet to do the worſt of them right, the 
molt Idolatrous, Unnatural and Senſeleſs Rites the darke!t 
Ages of the World ever had, they have diſcharg'd their Rca- 
ſon, and plac'd them, in all times, to the unaccountab..- 
Tradition and Authority of their Prieſtkood > Where, {:r 
this time, I will leave them too + Only I muſt needs lay, | 
wiſh the Duf# this man has ſo vehemently rais'd, upon Rea- 
ſon, be not to put cut our Eyes too, that we may be Ie's 
R-(ty, and lead better, For if {uch men once get ps out of 
our d«pth, we are gene. Tiuſt thick and three-fol:i- 
And the more Un-Jnte!ligable, the more Venerable, this will 
be the Maxit. 

But if I may, I would wonder !or all that, how after all, 
He can fo expreſly contradift himſelf, as p. 14. to allow 
Reaſon to Judge, 2nd p. 36. To lend his Readers thither to 
convince others of their Quty both 1n their Spirityal and Ci- 
vi! Capacity. He mult have relented him mightily, vr h2- 
ving been in a Fit, is come 1o | imſelf,or elſe his own reaſon 
has had the wiad, and is too many for his Perjudices, or he 
could not have given himſelf fo quickly fo great a Repri- 
mand ; But this ſhews the Nature and Power of Reaſon,that 
it will riſe to i;s own Evidence and Vindicatian, eyen in the 
moſt Unreaſonable Men. n 
But this Author te!ls the World, That granting the Duke 
to bave carried his Poltulatum of the being of a Supream and 
p:rfe® Power, he would have followed bis blow at another rate, 
and ſunt his Reader another Road, which (ſhews the Duke's 
little, and his better Skill and Courage ; tho' he might have 
been ſo modeſt as to let uſhave been the Judges of that: Fe 
did not catch this of bis Grace's Pen. And pray what would 
he have done ? why, after a flood of words (and that is all.) 
he tells us, That he would have ſent them to the Scriptures. And 
by this, one would think that the Man had never read the 
Book he pretends to Anſwer z For that Noble Peer exprefly 
tells us in the beginning of his Diſcourſe, that he has to do 
With 


| [22] 
with Men that deny their Authority, and therefore to uſe 
it t > prove what he aſſerts, were to begg the (Queſtion. And 
1 do a(lure him, ſo ſoon as he had Gair'd the Poſtulatum of 
the being a Supream and perfe® Power, he recommends them 
to the Chriftian Religion, of which I had always underſtood 
till now, the Scriptures had been the Creed. 

Well, butin caſe of doubtful places he has an Interpreter, 
a Judge tor Him at hand too, and That is the Society of 
ChrifFians ; why could not he as well have faid the Church ; 
and then have told us which Church; for there is not one of 
a douzen that don't alledge the Text for their Authority.But 
to do him Right, he has given us a Rule to know her by ; 
he takes it, (Good Proteſtant) from Vincentins Lirinenſis, and 
a Golden one it is, he aſſures us; But for all that, I tancy it 
h:s an Ison Rod at the Tail for him. 

'Tis this, Quodubiqz qued Pages, quod ab omnibus, id vere 
uidem Catholicum eſt, and that this would have ſhewn the 
Duke a thouſand Errors, p. 15 Now, methinks, out of meer 
pity, I am not willing to allow his Rule 3 For if I ſhould, 
firſt this bowing Rule, will infallibly few him, that the Duk-# 
laſtinZ and the Þerſilvanian's DeFrine, (to his unſpeakable 
griet,) has the hope to be Eſtabliſh'd by rt. For there is no- 
thing more Antient, more Univerſal, more conſtantly cre- 
dited, . at all times, in all places, by all Nations, then a Dz- 
wine Iniftin@ in the Natures of Men : And then, if this at- 
rempt upon the Duke has not been Unreaſonable, as to the 
Pexſitvanian, an Aonour as much above his hope, as his A@- 
verſary's intentions, let Him Judge. 

My ſecond Reaſon of anwillingnels is this, he ſays, p. 16. 
This Rule would have taught the Duke to avoid the cruel Ni- 
zinity of Calviniſts which his Crace laſhes with ſo much Truth 
and uſtice: where, beſides the non-ſence of teaching a Man to' 
di\hike a thitz,he already is allow'd to have /aſht with Juſtice, 
he confirms the Judgment of his Inftinf, by which, he was 
tead to laſh that Do@rine, for a Golden Rule. 

But laſtly, as he has Eſtabliſh'd the thing he would 


OVCTr- 


| {23 
overthrow, ſo it's to be fear'd, he hag overthrown the thing 
he would Eſtabliſh; And would not a well-natured Man be 
ſorry for that. | 

For moſt evident it is that the Church of Fagland is not 
every where, there's for His Vhigues ; And ſome tell us, that 

She was not glways what $he is, there's for His Semper : And 
that every Body is not of H:-r Communion, this Gentlemans 
Invedives again(t Diſſenters,prove the Rowan Church, char- 
ges Novelty z She flies to Scr pture ; The Koman Church di- 
{putes the Sexſe, the Church of F:gland appeals to the firſt 
NoFors of the Church z the Romanifts to the Senſe of the 
Church upon the Doors. Now (ays He, The Society of Chri- 
ins muft be Tudge.p 15. Not the Few that (eperate from the 
Many ;, For then they will be Judge in their own Cauſe, and 
the Difſenters at Home will expect the lame Priviledge; It 
the Church they Diſſent from, they are gone ; If the Scrip- 
ure, 'tis the Subject io be Judge. This muſt iſſue there- 
fore, or in no Judge, or in an External Judge, or in an In- 
ternal Judge. It no Judge, we are lett without Deciſion 
till the laſt Juſgment, It an External - Judge, it muſt cither 
be the Church or Civil Government. It the Church, the Ro- 
maniſts think they carry it, If the Civil Gavernment, to 
be ſure the Church of Fagland has it here, If laſtly, an In- 
ternal Judge, that every Man ſhould try, faſt, and examine 
for himſelt, the Dukes Inſtinct, (much againſt this Gentle- 
man's mind) will come in for a ſhare jn the choice of a Mang 
own Religion, and that within the Rule too, 

The next point he falls upon, is the Dukes Maxim about 
Perſecution ; he does not think it Artichriftian at hoine, but 
the Duke under a miitake of the Reaſon,Nature,and neceſſity of 
thoſe Humane Laws Dillenters are proſecuted by. p-. 17. And 
upon this he beſtows eight Pages, which in a u-p, comes 
to thus much, That though be allows puziſhing the Profeſſors 
of a True Religion, parely for Religion, (living otherwiſe in- 
offenciv2ly to the Civil Goverinmemy) 7s Perſecution, and truly 
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A1:ichriſtian, which was the Primitive Chriſtians caſe undes 
}5. Heathen Emperonrs of Rome ; yet the Laws againif Papilts 
47.1 Dtenters are out of a Political, zot Religious meceſſity to 
lecure the Peace and Safety of the Government ; And if this be 
/\ritichriltian, the whole World, all Ages, Times, Governments, 
air | Govermors mnt have been, and are Antichriſtian, and it 
ty-ns his Admiration into Wonder, that his Grace ſhould be of 
1h; mind that had his ſhare in paſſing thoſe L aws, I perceive 
is di{{1ngenuity continues to the: Pake. For belides thar, 
© 'oves Wondering,he migtit know that the Pakes ſhare was 
11) Vote againſt them, and ſo that he did not Elpouſe 7ollera- 
?;202 a caſt Miſtreſs z The Dakes Diſcourſe relates to Mien of 

2»ſcience, not Rebellion 5 And to conclude, more or lets than 
the Queſtion contains, is not fair or ſound, 

The Duke fays, 'tis Antichriftien to Perſecute : His An- 
ſiverer ſays, 'Tis truly ſo of the true Religion; And pray where 
10s the Duke (ay 1t, of the falle 2 But [ am ready to think 
thitif Perſecution in all the World, were ſtopt, till that were 
}-termin'd, we (hould at leaſt gain one Age of Peace: And 
rt have any of it before, 1s, at leaſt in this Author, unac- 
countable, ant] a begging of the Queſtion, 

i ut he would not have Danzer enſue to Government, 
2} therefore draws upon the 7'#4s this unnatural Conſe- 
0-2 net 5 That the whole Morld, and all Gomrrnments and Go- 
-»rnors 4r2 Antichriſtiimn;, wilt that Noble Feer meddles 
nat with Govorament. nor Solicits freedom for them that di- 
'1:4+4b it, He declares himſelf for Mens h wing / iberty to Wory- 
ſſ: » God according to their Perſvaſton, an the Reaſon of it, It 
\'en Will call Conſciznce. his Plea js no ſhelter; (arrat 
' ex. His Argument is ſafe : the Conſequence is the partial 
- plication of hs Anſwerer. The Daze thinks perhaps, twere 
nr eaſtitand Ronourable to Tet 21 Men not have that 
.o {1y agnnſt good Government, Jos trouble us. for our Con+ 
{.reicer, fince in 118 (of, there is no Realand Proper Overt- 
Act of Sechtion, meerly in performing a differing fort of 
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Wor ſhip ; and that there are, £ may be Laws endugh pro- 
vided to ſecure the State from thoſe civil diforders.that any 
ſuch Man might attempt ander that pretence.. Here, ſuch 
People would not only juſtly ſuffer, but without a cover 
too: The Diſgrace and Odium, in the opinion of all, as well 
as Penalty, falling only upon the Criminals head. I do with 
the laſt duty and defierence a Man can bear to his King 2nd 
Countrey, Wilb and Pray for their Proſperty : I would by 
no means that any Van ſhould be indulg'd to their detri- 
ment : I ſhould beſides my civil obligations, cancel thoſe of 
Conſcience before Almighty God, it I thought itz But [ 
cannot prevail with my elf, to believe that the Govern« 
ment may not be ſafe by ſome civil Proviſion, with the moſt 
ſuſpected Diſſenter : Elſe 'twere paſt a ſcruple with me that 
his Liberty ſhould at all times purchaſe the publick ſafety, 

This Gentleman allows al/ Diſſenters may not be Guilty; if 
ſo, it muſt be a dangerous Execu:ion; Eſpecially when the 
Juſtice of our humane Laws had rather an hundred ( riminals 
ſbould eſcape, then that one Innocent ſhould periſh. But he lays, 
he has not Momus's WWindows to ſee, and know them by. I am 
ſure he has too much of his mind, or he had not troubled 
the World with ſuch a bundle of Exceptions : But if ke 
can't diſtinguiſh them, will that excuſe his deſtroying them? 
I am ſorry this Gentleman's Divinity has no more Bowvels, 
nor better ſence ; for if Mankind be left without the know- 
ledge of Guilt from Innocence, They muſt punifh in the lump 5 
They mult beunjuſt, 

This is Judging without Overt-aFs 3 by gueſs and jea- 
louſy. A way that may make an Tnrnocent Gnilty, and a 
Guilty Perſon Tynocent. To be caſt without Evidence is 
wrong,and what Witneſs is there of that which is only in foro 
Conſcientie? then what Judge? A piece of cruel Fmthuſt- 
aſm. 1 know not what tocall it. Not only / briit; nity, but 
Gamaliel ; 27, our own Laws would have taught Him a bet- 
ter way of finding out Criminals, yet His excels, | 

| Well, 
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Well, But the Laws againit Papiſts, (Heſays) are occaſpo- 
ned from their Unchriſtian Machinations and King- killing 
Doctrine, able to ruine the whole Earth, and lay the Founda- 
tions of Fternal Miſchief to Mankind; And for thoſe againſt 
Diſſenters, They were made, becauſe of their Rebellious, Ex+ 
cluding, Covenanting, Aſſociating, Murdering Principles. p. 1 5. 
16. 31, 22, 

Now though this Man would think it imprudent in me, 
and ], that it 18 none of my buſineſs, to vindicate the Perſons 
charged from His 1imputations; yet I have (o much Juſtice, 
T contets, as not to condemn Parties by Particulars, and Cha- 
rity as to be (atisfed with their ſolemn diſclaimings of ſuch 
Practices: For I did never love that one Man ſhould have 
the making of another Mans Faith or Confeſſion, eſpecially 
if He were His Adverſary. 

I muſt tell Him alſo, I cannot admire His Wiſdow, Mar 
ers, Or Juſtice, 1n his Reflection upon the Roman Catho- 
licks, after the aſſurances that ſo great an One of their Com- 
munion has given Him and His Friends of their Security and 
protection ; For it they are a People able to ruine the whele 
Earth, aud lay the Foundations of Eternal Miſchief to Mans 
kind: believe me, England 1s in an il pickle, and tho' Iam 
an ill Judge, He has 1n it put but a Sexrvy Complement upon 
the King. Butif by the Kings promiſe p. 33. He means that 
the King is to deſtroy the Men of His own Faith, to ſupport 
and (ſecure Theirs ; I ſhall only admire, firſt His underſtan- 
{tanding, and next His Charity. 

For Diſſenters, I (hall lay no more, than that it may be, 
the Wars made Them, rather than They made the Wars, and 
that things older than the Act of Oblivion, are in Law, buri- 
ed byit. And with Submiſton, this Gentlemans Conſcience, 
for ought I know, might have done as well to let Tham 
alone, 

For the late occaſion He takes, let him be juſt, and He will 
find the Excluders, almolt, every Sunday at their Pariſh 


Churches : 


27 
Churches + And if three -__ of them were to Pray fort 
their lives, it may be they could better Read their Clergy, 
then fay their Prayers without the Publick [ iturgy. What 
follows ? Shall I recriminate the uſuage of the late King 
about the Declaration of Indulgence? And ſay, that ſome 
Men lov'd Him well for their ownends ? And that when 
they were not humour'd exattly, They would poxt, ſlack their 
Loyalty, and grow paſſive, let things go as they will for them : 
A thing almolt threaten'd by this Loyal Gentleman, p. 33- 
May not this be aggravated, and with as many harſh words, 
by a Man of words and no Charity ? But I would be modeſt; 
and that not of Prudence, but Choice, for I hope He 
would give His Replicant the Liberty He expects, and takes 
with the Great Peer He anſwers. 

And I muſt ſay I cannot but extreamly admire, that leſs 
than twelve Lines, ſo ſoftly dropt by the Duke in favour of 
Liberty of Conſcience, (ſhould have almoſt as many leaves 
of little invectives to anſwer them. - Believe me, it impeaches 
His pretences to Chriſtianity, and renders Him to have more 
of the Fire-brand than of the Loyal SubjeZ. 

I ſhould end here ; but there are two things morel think 
mult be mentioned, that nothing carrying any pretenſe to 
Weight may be omitted. 

Firſt, That the reaſon of the Penal Laws is purely Political 
#nd not Spiritual, to obviate the Overt-aTs, Ads of Treaſon and 
Rebellion ;, for 4 man may be of any Religion to bimſelf, and pri- 
vately exerciſe it too, not exceeding ſuch a number above their 
Families. 

Secondly, That Tolleration is the way to overthrow Religion, 
and with it the Government, eſpecially as now Eſtabliſhed; and 
is a fatal Enemy to Monarchy. 

To the firſt, I ſay, Fa& muſt Rule us; I would deſire to 
know it the Ad of Uniformity, Printed with the Liturgy, be 
purely Political and not Spiritual ? I hope, without offence 
I may fay, it is not. The Laws of the 22, and 281h. of the 
E 2 Qnceen, 
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Queen, Requiring People to come to Church, will not let. 
People be of any Religion rotheralclves; for unleſs they are, 
at leaſt once a Month at Divine Service, and (how, to joyn 
in th= Publ.ck Worthip, by Law Eſtabliſh'd, he pays twenty 
Pounds Monthly, and has two Thirds cf his Real Eſtate ex. 
pus'd to S-queltiation.” And this is done in one place or 
anuiher every dav. Sothat it 1s not true in Fact, Th :t 7eople 
may hwve any FWeligion to themſelves ; becauſe, both thoſe that 
keep nome, and wi:hin the number ailow'd by the A againſt 
(onwnticl:s, and ihole that excecd it, are notwithſtanding 
preſented upon the former Statutes of the Queenz Nay, I 
have known fome- perſons Pruſccuted by them all, at one 
and inc ſame time. 

And, wr h all due reſpe&.to the Wiſdom of cur forricr I e- 
eiflitors, if this Gentiemans gloſs be true, Ithink Improprie- 
tics ſhould no more have been Enacted, then [mpofſitilitics 
Qr Contradictions. . Tomeke a man Dargeromns to the State, 
tor nvt going to Chuichs or a Freaker of the Peace, for 
being at a Meo:tjag of a hundred People, when their perſon 
were Naked thuir Entertainment mcer Devotion,and their Be- 
havionr very quzet and innofenfive,lounds inthe uſe of words, 
very hai{ſh. It puts me mm mind of a Wity Peſlage of the 
{ ord * bancelloy 7 /yde, when the Byl prohibiting the Irmpor- 
t1tion of Trih Cattle was read in the 7 ords-houſe, hearing it 
{til-da Nu/ances; Tray, ((avs he) let it for this time he called 
Adultery, for one word is juſt as fit 2s Fother. Inadiquate and 
unluied Exprethions ate oftentimes of dangercus conſe- 

1cnce, No man knows where the praQtice may ltop. Re- 
1g10n ſhould (weeten and humdle the Spirits of men, abate 
their Pallions andl excite their Obzdience ro their Supcriors, 
A: dit is 0n2 of thu {trangelt things in the World that greater 
numbers may meer on twerity other occaſions every day, 
with Ic(s fear of the Breach of the Peace. As that Religion 
Ca'mo! be O00 that males 40y man the worſe for Laving 
it': So I arg not for bcheading any thing before it ts born, 
| or 
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or puniſhing People for fear of whatthey may do. T wou! 4 
hope the beſt, and that if they had that freedom they d&&- 
fire in the exerciſe of their Religious Periwafion, their Con- 
dition would teach their Wir, it were ioo good to hazard, 
that if their Duty or Gratitude did not oblige them, their 
very Intereſt cut 3 and there is hordly one of them ſo ſtupid, 
as not to yund<orfrand and purſue the ways that preſerve it. 

For that of Tolltratio!n, 1tts my Opinion, he docs ill to 
@Wiſtinguiſh it from Liberty of Conſcience ; For if he mean 

the ſame thing, it needed not have had a freſh Head with 
other Conſequencesznor was It requifite that I did further 
conſider it. 

And I am heartily ſorry. I ruftſay, that to the end of his 
Anſier-he hardly fails of his uſual way of Conſtruction +: 
For after having made 7olleration as ill a thing as he could, 
and as ſuch, the Duke to be the Patron of it; He falls on 
with a whole Volly of hard words, asking the Duke, p. 27, 
23, 29. !f he mould give Tolleration to a Rebellions, Aſſociating, 
Sangu:niry, Tnhumane, Flaſphemons, Murdering Conſcience, 
ſuch as th2t of Calvaniſts, that Decrees Darynation without free 
Conditions Fill d bis Maſter, Father and Brother, aud that 
particularly uſ:d him ſoil, But this is (o far from determin- 
ing, that iniil Language it miſerably begs the queſtion, by 
the rcf1-ctjon of falle and Scandalous Conſequences, upon 
what the Duke (id in favour of Indinleence. 

Is tlicre no {auch thing as Confcicnhce, becauſe it may be 
fallly pre:ended 2 Or (hall a Sober and Moral Conſcience be 
deny'd T24ulgence, becauſe ſome or other may, or do mif: 
uſc it? Andthat He may have ſomething to think on; I ask if 
thoſe Calamities were the citeCts of a Tolleration 2 If fo, pray 
when was there one to do us ſo much miſchief? The diff: 
cu'ty, I know, he will have to find one, makes me ask hin 
another queſtion: If Eaſe to men in that reſpet, were not 
the way of greatelt Safety to the Publick, at leaſt, fit to be 
tryed. Imult (ay, this Gentleman takes too many things 
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for granted, and needs a very mcrciful Adverſary : One that 
will do leſs then not exact the uttermoſt Farthing, though he 
himſelf will reap where he hath not Sown, and Compel 
Conformity where he cannot convince. The very point, 
he lays, His Grace has with ſo much Juitice 11ſht the Calviniſts 
for, and that he himſelf did but juſt now call Inhumare and 
Blaſpemons. 

Good- Nature with all that little. prudence that falls to 
my ſhare, makes it eafjer to me to believe that a Chriſtien, 
Tolleration were the beſt way to prevent the Miſchiefs that 
are ſaid to be the effects of it. I ſay, by all means Secyre 


- the Government ; But withall, pray let us ſee if that may not 


be done, by ſome other and caſter method + It is pity that 
it ſhould coſt the Liberties or Eſtates of ſo vaſt a People as do 
Diſſent, and, I would hope, without ſo much as an ili Thought 
to the King or his Government. 

But he is ſoin love with the Chaſe, that withont any more 
to do, he ſends us to the French King, p. 29. To tuke mea- 
ſures for England in point of Religion : Which is pretty well 
tor an Freliſh-man and a Proteſtant, and perhaps a DoFor 
too. Thisin any Man had not been well, but in an Exglifh 
Proteſtant, with his leave, 1s Impious, fince it 1s to draw 
that Kings Severity into Example, and render it a Prudence 
to be imitated here. A Notion, he has taught me to call, 
11 him, Atheiftical, becaufe it cannot be done by a Prote- 
ft int, . Ii baje ( onſcience, as he lays, will not let him be of any, 
and of all Religions, This yields little Conſolation to the 
French Proteſtants : And if he would but think well upon it, 
not too much to the Engliſh Church ; For it he lays true, That 
Lewis the Fourteenth does well to C ompel an Union of his Sub- 
jcds in bis own Religion; He has r:commended a Policy tbat 
goes a great way to diſcharge the King of His Promiſe, and 
make us all of his : I don't know whether Colemans Letters 
{ty fo mach as this, that were made the Proof of the Plot. 
Tins may make Roman Catholicks amends tor p. 27, 28, * 

O 


[31] 
To Conclude, he is (6 fond of the Inſtance, that he Ap- 
pea's ty Crowned-Heads in General ; If a Tolleration be zot 
Incenſiitent with their Safety, A man had need be well aflurec, 
at lea(t as far as an Iz: ulnexable ( onſcience, to try his Appeal, 
but that I am, and therefore joyn IfJue with him ; ſubmitting 
with all my heart, to their Royal Evidence in the Dec1- 
ſion of the Point : But becauſe it requires more Room then 


- agrees with the ſucceſs of this Reply, in an Age that Joves 


not length ; I have choſen to make it a Diſcourſe of it (elf, 
refer him thither : The Title, A Perſwaſive to Bode- 
rati9:1: And ſhall conclude this with the fe and C briftian 
Judgment of King CHARLES the Firſt, in His Advice to 
the late King. 

& Take head (ſays he) of abeitng any Fattions, your 
* {Iartial Adhering to any one fide, gains you not ſo great 
& Advantages in ſome Mens Hearts, [bo are Prone to be 
© of their Kings Religion, as it looſeth you in Others ; Who 
© think themlelves and their Profeſſion, firſt Diſpiſed, and 
« then Pcrſecuted by You. A Chriftian Tolleration often 
« Diſlipates their Strength, whom Rougher Oppcfi ion For- 
tifies. This was the Councel of a Crowned Head: The Judg- 
ment of his Adverſity « Always the Soundeſt ; Reſentments 
could not Blind it, nor Revenge of wrongs, Precipitate it, 
jn which,he Acted the Chriitian Prince,and not the Amilcax. 
' Let us then Remember his Councel with his Aﬀfiiftions, 
and the one the more endearthe other to us; leaft we deſpiſe 
ſome of the beſt Fruit of the Autzmn of his Life, to wit, his 
IViſdom and Goodneſs, that the Gults of Time and Troubles 
he lay under did not ſhake; and which he has Recommend- 
ed to us for a Guide in Future Times,to prevent then. 


FINIS. 


